
 
 
 

Social Work Library Resources 

REFERENCE SOURCES 
 
Barker, R. L. (Ed.) (2003) The social work dictionary (5th ed.). Washington, DC: NASW Press. 

Defines over 5,000 terms with the aim of giving the social workers a brief interpretation of 
the profession--its works, concepts, organizations, historical events, and values. 

EKSTROM LIBRARY reference book stacks (1st floor) HV12 .B37 2003 
 
Craighead, W. E., & Nemeroff, C. B. (Eds.). (2001) The Corsini encyclopedia of psychology and behavioral 

science (3rd ed.). New York: Wiley. 
Written for both the general public and the scholar, this source attempts to review all of 
psychology. Authoritative articles range from 200-900 words. References append some 
articles; however, volume four contains a separate bibliography. 

EKSTROM LIBRARY reference book stacks (1st floor) BF 31 .E52 2001 
 
National Association of Social Workers. (Ed.) Encyclopedia of social work. New York. 

The purpose of the encyclopedia is to provide an objective overview of social work in the 
U.S.--its history, current concerns and interests, the state of the art, and its view of the 
future. Over 225 topical, signed articles with bibliographies are included. 

EKSTROM LIBRARY Reference book stacks (1st floor) HV 35 .S6 suppl. 2003 (older volumes on 
3rd/4th floor) 

 
EVIDENCE-BASED SOCIAL WORK 
 
Corcoran, J. (2000). Evidence-based social work practice with families : a lifespan approach. New York: 

Springer.  EKSTROM LIBRARY book stacks (3rd or 4th floor) HV 699 .C67 2000 
 

Pritchard, C. (2006). Mental health social work : evidence-based practice. New York: Routledge. 
EKSTROM LIBRARY book stacks (3rd or 4th floor) HV689 .P65 

 
Thyer, B. A., & Wodarski, J. S. (2007). Social work in mental health : an evidence-based approach. Hoboken, 

N.J.: Wiley. EKSTROM LIBRARY book stacks (3rd or 4th floor) HV689 .S638 
 
Wodarski, J. S., & Dziegielewski, S. F. (2002). Human behavior and the social environment : integrating theory 

and evidence-based practice. New York, NY: Springer Pub. EKSTROM LIBRARY book stacks 
(3rd or 4th floor) HV 40.35 .H83 2002 

 
 
ONLINE DATABASES See the Social Work Subject Guide at 

http://library.louisville.edu/research/social/index.html 
for the complete list of databases. 

 
PsycInfo (OVID or EBSCOhost) Covers: 1882-present.  Types 

of material: citations and summaries of journal articles, 
book chapters, books, dissertations, and technical reports 

Provides indexing and abstracting for the professional and academic l
To find secondary literature: 
literature review | secondary 
data analysis | Meta-
analysis | outcome data | 
systematic review| 
evidence-based | guidelines 
| best practices | outcomes 
iterature (books, book 



chapters, dissertations and 1300 journals) in psychology and related disciplines. 
truncation: *EBSCO | $OVID 
 
Social Work Abstracts Plus (SilverPlatter) Covers: 1977-present. Types of material: journal articles 
Coverage of more than 450 journals in Social Work and related areas. 
truncation *  Note: 4 simultaneous users! 
 
Social Service Abstracts (CSA) Covers: 1980-present. Types of material: abstracts of journal 

articles, dissertations, book reviews 
Provides bibliographic coverage of current research focused on social work, human services, and 

related areas, including social welfare, social policy, and community development.  
truncation symbol * 
 
Social Science Index (Wilson) Covers: 1983-present. Types of material: Citations of feature 

articles, biographical sketches, interviews, obituaries, scholarly replies, and book reviews 
longer than one-half page 

Index to articles in sociology, anthropology, geography, economics, political science, social work, 
and law 

truncation* 
 
Health and Psychosocial Instruments (HAPI) (OVID) Covers: 1985-present. HAPI provides 

ready access to information on measurement instruments (i.e., questionnaires, interview 
schedules, checklists, index measures, coding schemes/manuals, rating scales, projective 
techniques, vignettes/scenarios, tests) in the health fields, psychosocial sciences, 
organizational behavior, and library and information science.  

truncation$ To find primary 
literature: research | 
clinical trials | 
empirical study | 
evaluation | 
randomized controlled 
trials (medical) | 
survey | case study 

 
Mental Measurements Yearbook (SilverPlatter) Covers: 1989-

present. The Mental Measurements Yearbook, from the Buros 
Institute, contains descriptive information and critical reviews 
of more than 2,000 commercially-available standardized 
English-language educational, personality, aptitude, 
neuropsychological, achievement and intelligence tests. Each 
entry includes test name and classification; author(s); publisher, 
publication date; price; time requirements; existence of validity 
and reliability data; score descriptions; levels; and intended populations. 

truncation* 
 
ProQuest Digital Dissertations (ProQuest) Covers: 1861-present. Types of Formerly known as 

Dissertations Abstracts International. Contains 1.6 million citations for dissertations and 
theses from over 1,000 graduate schools. Provides indexing back to 1861 and full-text 
availability to titles back to 1997 (full-text availability varies by author's institution).  

truncation? 
 
 
**For a good summary of evidence-based social work: 
http://www.lib.umich.edu/socwork/rescue/ebsw.html 
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